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QOctober 31, 2017

Representative Hank Vaupel
Chair, House Health Policy Committee
Michigan House of Representatives

Senator Mike Shirkey
Chair, Senate Health Policy Committee
Michigan State Senate

Representative John Bizon, M.D.
Michigan House of Representatives

Re: Support for Michigan House Bill 4472
Dear Chairmen and Representative Bizon:

On behalf of patients suffering from digestive diseases and the
physicians who treat them, Digestive Disease National Coalition
(DDNC) respectfuily urges you to support HB 4427, which
includes key substitute language that will ensure strong
communication between a patient’s health care team and will allow
physicians to have the most up-to-date access to information to
help their patients.

DDNC represents more than 30 organizations concerned with
digestive diseases in order to further our goal of improving the
quality and accessibility of health care options for patients.
Biologic medicines, including biosimilars, are expanding treatment
options for patients with digestive diseases, and we are advocating
for their safe arrival into the market. For the sake of our patients, it
is important that the entire medical team, including physicians and
pharmacists, communicate about the proper course of treatment.
This bilt would facilitate that communication, ensuring that our
patients receive the best, most thorough care.



Because of the complexity involved with manufacturing biologic medications, there is no way to
create the “generic” medications that are so common in other types of treatments, While the
development of biosimilars—which are similar to their innovator biologic medication, but not
exactly the same—is important for creating robust choices for patients, there are safety issues
that must be addressed. The best way to address these concerns is through clcar communication
between prescriber’s pharmacists. HB 4472 creates a framework that will ensure that there is
transparent, open communication between prescribers and pharmacists, reducing the chance of a
biologic substitution causing serious side-effects.

With the first biosimilars alrcady on the market, it is crucial that we act quickly to ensure that
there are clear guidelines for prescriber and pharmacists. We strongly urge you to sign HB 4472
for the benefit of those who suffer from digestive ilinesses and those who treat them.

Sincerely,
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Lynn Gardiner Seim, MSN, RN Ralph McKibbin, MD
Chairperson President



